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Downbhillbillies ready for uphlll battle’

Skaters hope events’ success
will give sport a positive image

BY BRAD NORMAN
WNORMAN@STATESVILLE.COM

ith skateboards in hand, the four-per-
\;i; son group headed to the car — license
plate, Quebec — and piled in slowly
They pulled out of the parking lot, stopping
only to take one last look at the cone-lined
course,

And with that, they pulled out of sight, say-
ing 20 long to Statesville.

The 2007 World Championships of Slalom
Skateboarding ended Sunday;, and the skaters
who congregated and competed all weekend dis-
persed and went back home, wherever that may
be,

“We had a great time,” said Darren Holt, a
Statesville resident and member of the
Downhillbillies. “T heard very minimal com-

plaints, and you can't hold any event, much less
a world championship, without any complaints.

“Ultimately, I'd say it was epic.”

Some skateboarders were from North
Carolina, while others came from California
and Texas. ;

Others, from Sweden and England, flew
across the Atlantic Ocean. And there were a lot
from Colorado — both amateurs and profession-
als.

“Colorado is kind of a mecca for slalom
skateboarding,” said Zak Maytum, a 16-yvear-old.
“Iloved Statesville. It was a great place for
slalom boarding.”

Maytum, at only 16, makes his own gear and
products that several riders used.

“I'm kind of a mad scientist when it comes o
that,” he said with a grin.

Kyle McLaren was one of those who donned

Maytum’s gear and used his products,

MeLaren, 12, has been skating for about six
vears and may have defined the word “tough-
ness” at Sunday’s race.
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